Communicating Is Key
to Success

Communication is critical to a school crime
watch program. Students report crime be-
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they don't like into trouble. Not reporting can
place a student in a threatening siuation, It is
a school erime watch’s responsibility to keep
all reports confidential. If students stare find-
ing our abour who reported on whom, people
won't continue to participate in the program.
Students reporting must know that they will
be anonymous.

Helping Out Builds
Momentum for the Program

A school cnime watch goes beyond just warch-
ing out for its fellow classmates, Activities
such as drug- and alcohol-free parties, dawe
rape/rape awareness days, newspaper col-
umns in the school or local paper, and crime
and drug abuse prevention tips announced on
the LA, system arc ways to build interest in
your program. Longer term projects that pro
mote student well-being include conflict res-
olution projects, cross-age teaching and men-
toring, vandalism prevention, even bus safety,

Examining the Results

Do school crime watch programs work?

Yes!

Crime dropped 45 percent at one high
school in Honda within a year of initiating a
school crime warch!

Active school crime warch programs have
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and many other crime-related activities in
schools across the country. The schools with
active warches are happier, safer places.

Resources

Youth Crime Watch of America

9300 South Dadeland Boulevard, Suice 100
Miami, FL. 33156

05.670-2409 (phone)

ANS-ET0-3805 (Fax)
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National Crime
Prevention Council




AFE':.-'L'..‘U tired of gaffiti on your
school's walls? Have some
students started bringing weapons o
school? Is fighting on schoal
property giving you the blues? Are
there days when you are afraid o go
to schoo!? Mavbe your schoal is fine
end you want o prevent crime
before it becomes a problem? If you
answered “yes” 1o any of these
questions or your school is struggling
with cther crime problems, then a
school crime watch mght be an
ST,

What Is a School
Crime Watch?

Based on the Neighborhood Watch concept,
a school crime warch encourages students to
watch out and help out each other to make
the entire school a safer and more enjovable
place. It's a student-led effort that helps youth
take a share of responsibility for their schoeol
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selves from becoming victims of crime and
how to report suspicious activities. In some
cases there's an organized patrol thar helps
ensure the school’s public areas are watched
appropriately. The attractiveness of a school
crime watch program is that a school of any
size, in any type of community—rural, sub-
urban, inner-city—can adopt its principles at
minimum cost!

Starting a School
Crime Watch

A group of dedicared teens willing to work

together to bring the entire student body into

a “crime watch” way of life can start a school

crime watch program by

B rescarching what cnme problems (vandal-
ism, assault, theft, etc.) are most common
at the school and what prevention strare-
gies could prove effective;

| working with the school anthorities includ-
ing the principal and the person in charge
of security to get their support for the pro-
gram;

® establishing an advisory board made up of
students and adults;

talking to your local crime prevention offi-
cer about starting the program, and

serting up a central group of individuals in
charge of the crime watch—sometimes
called the core group (This group must be
made up of stadents from all kinds of
groups, so that no group will feel ex-
cluded.};

deciding how you will launch the program.
An exciting way to kickoff the program is
through an all-school assembly or rally.
This will help build supporr and penerare
interest;

advertising your first school crime wartch
meeting through fliers, posters, morning
public address announcements, even e-
mail;

holding your first meeting 1o discuss the
make up of the crime wartch, the issues that
need to be addressed, and the need for a
school patrol. If you choose 1o have a
school parrol your committee will need to
identify sites to monitor;

telling the adult community that your
school is starting a school crime warch;
planning your calendar of crime warch
[

What is a Student Patrol?

One powerful component of a school
crime watch can be a student patrol. This
maoves the program from an information
and teaching mode into action. Patrol ac-
tivities include monitoring the halls and
parking lots between classes and during
lunch, This action can reduce the number
of crime-related incidents in the pa-
trolled areas,




